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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the office action dated February 17, 2004, Applicants respond as 
follows. Amendments to the claims are presented on page 2 of this Response and Remarks on 
page 10. 
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and 3 and base claim 19 to include the limitations of claims 20 and 21. The Examiner has 
indicated in the "Allowable Subject Matter" section that the limitations in these dependent 
claims, when combined with their respective base claims, define allowable subject matter. The 
imported limitations pertain to the inclusion of ammonia or an ammonium salt. Applicants have 
canceled claims 2, 3, 1 3» 20» 21 and 28, while adding claims 33-59. Added claims 33 and 45 
incorporate the limitation of claims 13 and 28 ("said vinyl based polymer is present at a 
concentration between about 0.01% and about 8% by weight") into their respective base claims. 
Claims 34-44 and 46-54 further contain other specific limitations found in the pending dependent 
claims. Claims 55-59 depend fi*om claims 1, 18, 19, 33 and 45 respectively, and specify the 
cellulose based product of the base claims from which they depend to be wood. The 
amendments are v^thout prejudice and consistent with the Examiner's remarks in the "Allowable 
Subject Matter" section. 



Based on the above amendments, it is believed that claims 1, 4-12, 14-19, 22-27 and 29- 
59 are now in a condition for allowance and therefore Applicants request the Examiner to allow 
the claims. If a discussion with the Applicant's attorney would facilitate the allowance of this 
case, the Examiner is respectfully requested to call the undersigned. 



check for $950.00 is enclosed. If, however, any additional fee is due, the USPTO is authorized 
to charge Deposit Account no. 08-2442. 



Conclusion 



This re^nse is being filed v^th a request for three months extension, and a 



Respectfully submitted. 
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